Introduction
The Sydney Taylor Awards were established in 1968 to honor the memory of one of the favorite and finest of all children's literature providers. Sydney Taylor, herself, -set the standard of teaching about Jewish values and a Jewish way of life through stories. In her memory, her husband, Ralph Taylor, of blessed memory, and now her daughter, Jo Marshall, have provided a handsome prize for the outstanding writers and illustrators of new Jewish juvenile literature. No children's collection should be without these wonderful works.
We have commemorated the Year of the Child and the Year of the Woman and have celebrated many, many other worthy people and causes. There is no doubt in my mind that [1993] [1994] should be dedicated as the Year of the Sydney Taylor Award Reviewers. As early as January 17th, the Los Angeles earthquake struck-affecting the homes and Temple libraries of Helene Gersuk and Ellen Cole. These valiant librarians telephoned within hours to assure me that there would be only a slight delay in the preparation of their reviews and that no matter what, they would carry through on their assignments. On the East coast a bitter cold struck with accompanying ice storms, with which Marion Stein of New York City had to cope while adjusting to a new professional position.
Back in Cleveland, my home mailbox was literally buried under a six-foot high snowdrift, not to emerge until spring. Etta Gold of Miami and Carol Witt of Maryland, both committee veterans, kept our work going on an even keel. Each of the six reviewers gave her very best work; each produced 44 reviews. Atlanta, GA, June 21, 1994. 
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The final product [a bound collection] contains 20 reviews of picture books, 12 reviews of older children's books, and 3 sets of reviews that defied our predesignated categories. This final group of books should better be described as texts, materials more suitable for adults than children. There was even one book with overt antiSemitic overtones. In summary, the selection for awards was extremely difficult-not for lack of superb books, but for the challenge of selection of one over another.
For all this work, I wish to publicly express my personal appreciation and admiration to each and every committee member. I know that I speak for the leadership of the Association of Jewish Libraries (AJL) and this composite body in thanking Marion Stein, Carol Witt, Etta Gold, Helene Gersuk, and Ellen Cole.
As we speak, new books are being produced and sent to us for consideration.
The new Sydney Taylor Committee is eagerly looking forward to the task of review and evaluation, and to the pleasure of sharing our work with all of you. Remarks by Nina Jaffe I wish to thank the Association of Jewish Libraries for this very deep kavod, the honor of receiving the Sydney Taylor Award for The Uninvited Guest.
It is said that we are currently experiencing a renaissance in Jewish children's literature. Certainly when I was growing up in New York City, I never saw the range of picture books, fiction, and nonfiction with Jewish content that is currently available today. Yes, there were the family storiesthe history of my grandparents' immigration from Bialystok, Zabledov, and Odessa. There were the readings at Seders and holiday gatherings. But I never saw the Jewish world reflected in the many books I read as a child.
Nina Jaffe
It was only later, as a young adult, through my studies in folklore and ethnomusicology, when I began to seriously explore the world of storytelling, that I learned that we, too, have an oral tradition. f was drawn to the mystical tales of the Hasidim, the rich store of Midrash, the folktales from Eastern Europe, Morocco, Yemen-tales from the Diaspora and from Israel.
And so, I began to tell these stories-in synagogues, Hebrew schools, libraries, museums, community centers. The Uninvited Guest is a book that grew directly out of these experiences. During these programs, I was always struck by the look on children's faces. It was as if we were discovering together the magic, wonder, and humor in our shared heritage.
One incident has always stayed with me. At a suburban Sunday school I was telling a story about a destitute widow who goes down to the river, hoping to find what she needs to celebrate Hanukkah with her children (Rush & Marcus, 1980 There is a rabbinic saying, "Halachah, law, is bread. Aggadah, story and legend, is wine. And by bread alone we cannot live" (Ausubel, 1976) . It is because of the work of librarians and teachers that both the bread and the wine, and all the other tastes of Jewish literature, are nourishing the minds and hearts of children and their families today, and in future generations.
Introduction of the Illustrator
Claudia Z. Fechter A beautiful blending of text and exquisite illustration completes the picture book award winner of 1993. It has been made possible by the fine artwork of Elivia Savadier, who is known professionally as Elivia. She lives with her husband and three-year-old daughter in Brookline, Mass. Elivia grew up in South Africa, and we are indeed fortunate that she has been settled in the U.S. for the last nine years. She studied graphic design at Cape Town University and has worked in educational illustration for a number of years, the last four of which have been dedicated to picture books. This young artist has been published in the Society of Illustrators Humour Annual of 1987 and has exhibited at the Museum of American Illustration.
I am most pleased that the Sydney Taylor Award is her first major award, which I am quite certain will head up a distinguished art career.
Remarks by Elivia Savadier (Abridged by Claudia Fechter)
This is my first honor of this kind, and I thank you. Your award feels appropriate. I am Jewish and grew up surrounded by a large Jewish community in South Africa, and also by many other cultures and religions, which added considerably to the texture of my life there.
I started illustrating professionally at the Jewish Education Board there, when I was ' nineteen years old. I illustrated stories for audiovisual presentation, for children's Hebrew language learning. I worked in their library, surrounded by a collection of wonderful old books on Judaism, with photos and prints that I used continuously as reference material. This first job taught me to see as a cinematographer, to create drama and continuity in these enlarged screen images.
A lost boy passes through seven doors of wisdom, to find himself and his relationship to God. A medieval family loses their wealth and is given the opportunity to experience their faith in a fresh way. A peasant finds his wishes granted, but risks losing what is most valuable to him, his family.
Strange to say, I thought of none of this on receiving Nina's beautiful texts. Twentyone years had passed. But I was drawn into the tales, with a familiar and dreamlike ease. 
Elivia Savadier
out of that dream-like form and rages across the page, spraying foam against the text. "The Two Brothers," although appearing to be one of the most complicated illustrations, developed spontaneously, like a tale unfolding on old parchment as it unraveled. The river, the climax of this tale, bursts out and runs off the page.
The illustration for the actual story "The Uninvited Guest" was slow in developing.
Two people seated at a Shabbat table was the main theme, which I painted, but with obvious limitations of dramatic impact! It was my first illustration, and my publisher disliked it! The style was too heavy and traditional. I decided to leave it until I'd completed all the other illustrations.
Coming back to it later, I introduced the Shabbat Queen and had the three of them join hands around a table. A circle had again been created, a symbol of continuity through birth, aging, and death, through joys and sorrows. Then the table and chairs didn't matter anymore, and I left them out! Nina Jaffe, you've given me the opportunity to be the painter of seven great themes, and I thank you.
Association of Jewish Libraries, I thank you so much for your recognition; also for your generosity and hospitality in thus honoring us both in the city of Atlanta, Georgia.
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The 
Issues to Explore
• Sworn Enemies deals with sensitive issues such as hate, war, and prejudice. These issues are often uppermost in the Older Children's Book Award Winner Carol Matas minds of young students. Some students may make parallels between the czar's government and governments that exist around the world today. Sworn Enemies can be used as a basis for these discussions.
• Many people in the world today are punished for their religious beliefs. Sworn Enemies enables readers to feel the consequences of such prejudice. Students can have a discussion on groups that have been persecuted throughout history due to their religious practices, or perhaps due to their "differences" perceived by the "majority."
• The choices that people make in life often play a vital role in the type of people they become. This is an issue that many young adults are exploring and making decisions about. Sworn Enemies can enable students to think about the issue of choice in their lives.
• In Sworn Enemies, Aaron is betrothed to a young woman, as was the custom of the time. Students might like to research countries in which it is common for prearranged marriages to take place, as well as the reasons for this practice.
• Many students not familiar with a yeshiva education might be curious to find out exactly what it involves. Students might like to interview a rabbi or perhaps someone who has attended a yeshiva to compare a yeshiva education with their own educational experiences. They might discuss some of the Jewish customs and holidays and their importance. 
